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to some historians was one main reason for their defeat at the
hands of the Aryans. In the scale of civilisation, the Aryans
were perhaps inferior to the people of Mohenjodato, but
their more aggressive character and their superiority in the
art of warfare gave them the victory.

As far as is known, the Aryans started coming into
India round about 2000 B.C. This was not immigration
on a mass scale and there was probably no great move-
ment of peoples. They came in driblets and trickled over
many decades, if not centuries, through the mountains that
guard the north-western frontiers of India. They were a
pastoral people and cattle seem to have been their chief
wealth even though their earliest verses contain many
references to agriculture. Unlike the people of Mohenjodaro,
they had probably learnt the use of iron and tamed the
horse. These gave them superiority in warfare over the
people of Mohenjodaro and made Aryan conquest of India
possible.

The Aryans settled down in villages and began to develop
the pattern of rural life which has remained basically
unchanged to this day. Their social institutions, religious
beliefs and forms of worship were influenced by what they
found prevalent in India but they in turn influenced the
life of the indigenous people. It is not certain if the Aryans
brought the Vedas with them or composed the Vedic hymns
after their arrival in India. In any case, for the vast majority
of the Indian people, the Vedas became the repository of
religious faith. In fact, belief in God and the Vedas and in
the transmigration of the soul are almost the only articles of
faith for a Hindu. The Aryan influence is also seen in the
occupational division of society into four major castes and
in the fourfold division of the life of the individual The
new Aryan society which developed in India between
1500 bx. and 1000 B.C. is to this day the basis of the life of
the Hindus who constitute the vast majority of the Indian
people.